
Dodging and Burning the Correct Way 
 

Create a new layer by Alt/Clicking (option/click on a Mac) and new will see the new 
layers property box. 
 
 

 
 
 
Change the mode to Overlay (as shown) and then check the “fill with Overlay-neutral 
color” box. 
 
This will give you a layer (in overlay mode) that is filled with 50% gray.  Your layers 
palette should look like this: 
 

 
 
Choose your paintbrush tool and lower the opacity to about 10% (your mileage may 
vary).  As you paint with white, you will be Dodging and as you paint with black, you 
will be burning.  Cool Huh? 


